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Quick Guide for Apostilled CRCs (USA) 
 
For all American applicants, we are currently only accepting the FBI criminal record check with the apostille 
issued by the US Department of State, Office of Authentications located in Washington, D.C. Because we 
request the original copy of the CRC with the apostille, we cannot accept any copies that come with a 
state-level apostille. 
 
We have written a quick guide for how to check and properly handle the apostilled CRCs for American 
applicants. Please reference the scanned example along with this list. 
 

1. Please do not remove/detach/cut the apostille from the FBI check. The apostille is only valid when it is 

physically attached to the CRC. We understand it is difficult for photocopying, but if it is detached it is no 

longer valid. Some applicants spend up to $300 just to obtain this document, so it would be unfair to make 

them pay again. In the case that it was accidentally removed or damaged, please include a note when 

sending the original to our office. 

 

2. The apostille includes an embossed/raised seal that is imprinted on the paper. 

 

3. Please confirm that this is an FBI check. 

 

4. Please confirm the date is within 6 months of the initial application submission (if possible). 

 

5. This should always say that there is no prior arrest data. If there is any data, then the CRC will be more than 

one page. If an applicant does submit a CRC with any arrest data, please send us a copy so we can determine 

if we will be able to proceed with their application. 

The applicant may be asked to submit apostilled CRCs from other countries if they have lived abroad for 
over a year as an adult. Please treat these CRCs in the same way, without detaching/removing the apostille. 
If the applicant submits a state-level background check, we will not accept it. 
 
Please feel free to contact us at the TaLK Office if there are any questions. 
 

한국어:  sylee428@korea.kr, +82-2-3668-1386 

English:  talkkorea@korea.kr, +82-2-3668-1399 
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